
The current condition of the religious edifices 
of the nation with regard to their location, inner layout, 
number of the monastics living there and their income...

Monastery buildings in Cracow 
in the Duchy of Warsaw period. 

A description from 1810
 Summary

In the early 1770s there were 39 male and female monasteries in Cracow, Kazimi-
erz with the Stradom district, Kleparz as well as Cracow suburbs (Garbary, Wesoła) 
and jurydyka. The process of reducing their number, launched with the dissolution 
of the Society of Jesus in 1773, was continued in the 1780s by the administrator of 
the Diocese of Cracow, Bishop Michał Jerzy Poniatowski, and after the third parti-
tion of Poland (1795) by the Austrian authorities. It was halted when rule over the 
Cracow was taken over by the Duchy of Warsaw in 1809. By 1809 13 monasteries 
(6 female and 7 male monasteries) had been dissolved – former monastery build-
ings, often with the churches, had been sold to private individuals or given to the 
city or state institutions. 

In the times of the Duchy of Warsaw the economic situation of monasteries in 
Galicia and Cracow was very difficult owing to the fact that they had been deprived 
of some of their income and that tax enforcement was on the rise. In September 1810 
the Religious and Political Commission began its operation and in mid-December it 
submitted to the prefect of the Cracow Department a Topographic description. The 
current condition of the religious edifices of the nation with regard to their location, 
inner layout, number of the monastics living there and their income.... The authors 
of the 84-page document describe the buildings, endowments and number of resi-
dents of the 16 male and 11 female monasteries in operation at the time, thus de-
scribing all monastery buildings in Cracow occupied by monastics, sometimes used 
by orders other than the original order. The document also features descriptions of 
two churches belonging to religious orders located in Grodzka Street – former Jesuit 
Church of SS. Peter and Paul, and the Dominican Church of St. Giles. In addition, 
there are analyses of three hospitals with churches – two in Kleparz: one for the 
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poor at the Church of SS. Simon and Jude, and one for the lepers at the Church of 
St. Valentine; and one in the Smoleńsk district with the Church of Divine Mercy. 
The document features descriptions of two additional churches – of St. Gertrude 
(outside the city walls, behind the Dominican Monastery) and of the Holy Cross in 
Kleparz. What all these institutions had in common was the fact that they all had 
their own sources of income (no parish church was described in the document) – the 
task of the Commission was to verify them and ascertain whether the institutions 
could continue to function in view of e.g. poor condition of their buildings. The 
commissioners also submitted proposals for solving the economic problems of the 
Cracow monasteries by e.g. merging some congregations, selling some buildings 
and creating a joint fund.

The book contains an edition of the description with a commentary and introduction.




